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SCHEDULE
•

Bell Choir
6 PM
June 22, 29; July 6, 13, 20

•

Worship
8:30 AM, 11:00 AM
June 26; July 3, 10, 17

•

Sunday School
10 AM
June 26; July 3, 10, 17

•

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
6:30AM
June 27; July 4, 11, 18

•

WEO
12 PM
June 23rd; July 21st

•

Bowman/Smith Bridal
Shower
1 PM
June 26th

•

Recital
7:30 PM
June 26th
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
The family and
friends of
Tommy Meredith
would like to send
our heartfelt thanks
to Pastor Don and
all those from CUMC who helped make
his funeral so special.
Thank you for the wonderful meal after
the service. Thank you for all the cards
and flowers and most of all thank you for
your thoughts and prayers and love.
Tommy would have been very pleased
and proud of his beloved Central family.

“A friend loves at all times, and a
brother is born for a time of adversity”.
Proverbs 17:17

A big hug and thank you to all those
who answered the recent call to help a
needy family. Every item received was
sorely needed and greatly appreciated!
You are truly the hands and feet of
Christ!

Join us for a recipe themed bridal shower for

Joshua Smith & Marissa Bowman
Sunday, June 26, 1:00 PM

In the Fellowship Hall
Central United Methodist Church

Bring your favorite recipe on a 4X6 card, along with a spice,
ingredient, or kitchen gadget needed to make it.
(The newlyweds are registered at Bed Bath and Beyond and Amazon)

2

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR
“The Spirit of Jesus in me greets the Spirit of Jesus in you and brings us together in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, amen.”
It is Pentecost. What do you expect? I know. You have vacation time. You are visiting children. The lawn
and yardwork beckons. The heat stops us from doing most of it.
So, I ask again. It is Pentecost. What do you expect? What if Pentecost is (not was) the formative event
for the church?
It is Pentecost. What do you expect?
There is an interesting story in Acts 3. Peter and John were going to the Temple to pray. Pentecost was
upon them. They met a lame man by the gate they call “Beautiful.” He was placed there to beg.
I know this story. You do too. I bet you even know the song. As I read it this morning, I wondered why no
one took the man into the Temple? Well, it was because their theology deemed him unclean. And of
course, staying outside the Temple, he would remain unclean, living solely on the charity of others.
No one questioned his cleanness or uncleanness. You see, to have an object of charity will always make
us a step above. I don’t know if they consciously thought about it, but they all knew that neither they nor
their parents had sinned in the way this man or his family had (see Jesus’ response to this question in
John 14).

Our religion sinks or swims based on our theology. Everyone knew there was no God who would lower
himself to heal this man. God would not stoop so low as to associate with the unclean. So, no one would
ever think to bring him into the Temple believing God would want to make him whole.
Everyone except Peter and John. It was Pentecost. Each day after the event in Acts 2, it was Pentecost.
What did they expect? You know the words of the song: “Silver and gold have I none. But what I have I
give unto you. In the name of Jesus rise up and walk.”
And so, he did. Excited? Uncomfortable? Ready to move on? It is Pentecost. What do you expect?
I expect dancing dragons. I expect children asking how to be saved. I expect some children to proclaim
salvation. I expect the spirit to move. It is Pentecost. If you look at these pictures in this newsletter and
see an event, you have left the man at the gate. If you look at these pictures and see Pentecost, you have
understood. Someone can get up and walk, leap, or praise God.
It is Pentecost. What is next? Will the Spirit move over our youth and children at Camp Dickenson? In a
Sunday School Class? In church? Silver and gold have I none. But such as I have, I give unto you. In the
name of Jesus Christ…
Rev. Donald H. Smith
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CENTRAL UMC
PO Box 611
Radford, VA 24143

540-639-3529 Phone
540-639-0182 Fax
www.cumcradford.org

803 Wadsworth Street, Radford, VA 24141

MISSION OF THE MONTH

If you know of someone
need
ofof
prayer,
food,
If in
you
know
someone
in need of prayer,
food,
or help
utility
or help
withwith
utility
bills,bills, please let the
pastor or office know.

please let the pastor or office know.

Dial-A-Ride
Dial-A-Ride

Pray for our Military
Aaron Smith - Army

Need a ride to a medical appointment, or
Need
a rideup
to groceries
a medical or
appointment,
or
help
picking
other items?
help picking up groceries or other items?
Call:
Call:540-639-3529
(540) 639-3529
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