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SCHEDULE 

• Thursday Bible Study                 

Thurs. Oct. 14, 21, 28    

9:30am 

• Worship                     

Sun. Oct. 17, 24, 31     

8:30am, 11:00am  

• Sunday School              

Sun. Oct. 17, 24, 31     

10:00am     

• Youth Group                                   

Sun. Oct. 24             

5:00pm  

• Emergence: A Youth-

led Worship Service             

Oct 17                     

6:00pm 

• Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Mon.  Oct. 18, 25      

6:30am             

• Women’s Bible Study   

Mon. Oct. 18, 25        

6:30pm 

• Wed. in the Word    

Wed. Oct. 13, 20, 27     

6:30pm 

• Trunk or Treat             

Oct. 31                     

5:00pm-8:00pm 

O C T O B E R  1 2 ,  2 0 2 1  

CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
C E N T R A L   N E W S 

November’s Mission of the Month:  Elf Shelf 
(Radford’s Christmas Store) 
Elf Shelf, Radford’s Christmas Store, has provided books, toys, food vouchers 
and household supplies to many Radford families  for the past 27 years.   It is a 
community-wide effort involving many churches, schools, and civic organiza-
tions. Even in the middle of a pandemic last year, we were still able to serve 
165 families and 254 children.  With Covid-19 still in existence, we are going 
with the same format as last year to keep everyone safe.  There will not be 
boxes for toy donations  so your monetary gifts are more important than ever.  

Also volunteers are still needed for distribu-
tion or shopping.  If you would like to vol-

It's Gleaning time! Last week we had a small 
group from Central who went to Riner to glean 
butternut, acorn, and spaghetti squash and pie 
pumpkins.  In 90 minutes we gathered and 
loaded 745 lbs of squash, and 507 lbs of pump-
kins.  This equals over 3750 servings of fresh, 
nutritious food. Through Society of St. Andrews 
this was donated to food banks throughout the 
Roanoke and Lynchburg areas.  If you have a 
passion for feeding the hungry and would like 

to participate in this meaningful ministry, 
please contact Martha Kincaid 540-250-
6108.   

WEO 
 

WEO will meet on OCTOBER 
21st for a pot lunch at noon in 

the fellowship hall. Bring a 
dish and come join us. We will 

be making plans for our 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 

lunches. In December we will 
have the Radford HS choir 

come to sing.  

Radford Clothing Bank 

 The Radford Clothing Bank is in 

need of "Computer Volunteers" when they are open for clients.  If 

you can use a computer, you can easily learn how to log clients in 

and help with this meaningful ministry.  We have 4 ladies from Cen-

tral who regularly help with this each month.  There is a plexiglass 

screen around where the volunteer sits, so the "Covid contact" with 

others is minimal.  If you are interested, please talk to Martha Kin-

caid or Marcy Harless, they can give you more info.  

Veterans 

We will be honoring our veterans 

on  Nov. 7th.  Please submit names 

and photos of veterans to 

office@cumcradford.org. 
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Upcoming events: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 17:  Emergence:  

A Youth-led Worship Service  

   6:00pm 

 

 

 

 

October 23:  Youth Group  

   5:00pm  

October 31:  Trunk or Treat 

   5:00pm-8:00pm   

High School Girls Bible 

Study 

Next Date:  Oct. 28 

7:00-8:30pm  

Family Life Center 

High School Boys Bible Study 

Next Date:  Oct. 12 

7:00-8:30pm  

Family Life Center 

Middle School Bible Study 

Next Date:  Oct. 25 

7:00-8:30pm  

Family Life Center 

Thursday Bible Study: 

Thursday Bible Study will begin a 
new study of the Book of Ro-
mans on Thursday, October 21 
at 9:30 A.M. in the Fellowship 
Hall. Please come and join us. 
No study book necessary. Just 
bring your Bible. Looking forward 
to seeing you! 

The Radford Gideons would like to thank Pastor Don Smith 

for the opportunity to share the Good news of what is happen-

ing through the Gideon ministry that is supported by Central 

UMC.  We also wish to thank the Central church family for the 

support given over many years and the exceptional generosity 

we received recently after our presentations 2 weeks 

ago.  This financial support is very much needed and greatly 

appreciated.  May God continue to bless Central church and 

help us to always be able to support all missions to further His 

kingdom.  
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20 The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and 

pour out the broth.” And Gideon did so. 21 Then the angel of the Lord touched the meat and the unleavened 

bread with the tip of the staff that was in his hand. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the 

bread. And the angel of the Lord disappeared. 22 When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the Lord, he 

exclaimed, “Alas, Sovereign Lord! I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face!” 

23 But the Lord said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” 

24 So Gideon built an altar to the Lord there and called it The Lord Is Peace. To this day it stands in Ophrah 

of the Abiezrites. 

-Judges 6:20-24 (NIV) 

 

Nope. This is not the text of the Gideon story that we are all familiar with. The most common thing we 

take away from the usual reading of the Gideon story is that God chooses the unlikely to do the impos-

sible. Fair enough. 

However, if we look at this little read text from the story of Gideon, it contains a second word of en-

couragement for us. 

A change of life only begins with a change of heart. 

Taking on the enemy should begin with a battle plan, the building of an army, and the development of 

some new battle strategy. We know this. For over 30 years this is how the church has entered the 

battlefield. However, in God’s Kingdom, deliverance from enemies does not begin on the battlefield 

but in the heart. It does not begin by changing what is outside but what is inside. 

A change of life only begins with a change of heart. 

The first step for Gideon to lead the people to deliverance was not an act of war, but an act of worship. 

Gideon had to bring his own life from its divided loyalties to the place of the undivided heart. 

24 So Gideon built an altar to the Lord there and called it The Lord Is Peace. To this day it stands in 

Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

Gideon made peace with God. Gideon made the shift from believing in God to believing God. This is 

where he crossed over. 

Have you crossed over? Have you moved from the pas-

sive place of believing in God and into the active faith 

of believing God? Do you believe all things are possible 

through Christ Jesus or do you simply believe in Jesus? 

Have you made peace with God? Is your heart undivid-

ed? 

A change of life only begins with a change of heart. 

 

In Christ, 

Rev. Don Smith 

A Message from the Pastor  

October is Pastor Appreciation Month 
 
Pastors are tasked with much more than 
preaching the Sunday morning service. They 
are called to care for people in various times 
of need, teach, coordinate, counsel, and 
sometimes even lead hymns.  
October is Pastor Appreciation month and we 
want to take some time to recognize and sup-
port Pastor Don’s efforts.  For the rest of Oc-
tober, there will be a basket at the back of 
sanctuary to collect cards to celebrate and 
show appreciation to Pastor Don. We encour-
age everyone to add to the basket or send 
something into the office. 
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PO Box 611 

Radford, VA 24143 

 

540-639-3529 Phone 

540-639-0182 Fax 

www.cumcradford.org 

 

803 Wadsworth Street, Radford, VA 24141 

CENTRAL UMC 

 

If you know of someone 

In need of prayer, food, 

Or help with utility bills, 

Please let the pastor or office know. 

Dial-A-Ride 

Need a ride to a medical appointment, or 

help picking up groceries or other items? 

Call: 540-639-3529 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

Logan, Ryan Haynes - Army Reserves 

Aaron Smith - Army 

Jordan Shaw - USMC Reserves 

 


