
sleep “. Even these seemingly 
small, insignificant exposure to 
the thought of God were small 
steps forward on my journey to 
the cross. 
  
As a young adult I was treated 
very kindly by a woman in my 
first job. After we had formed a 
friendship she invited me to 
attend church with her. I went to 
please her but kept going be-
cause I was drawn in by the mes-
sage being preached and the 
friendliness of the people.  
  
Passing years brought job chang-
es, marriage and a move from 
Hampton Virginia to Blacks-
burg.  It was many years before I 
would attend any church again, 
but in the interim, God placed 
people of faith on my path who 
influenced me to seek truth con-
cerning religions. I started 
attending church again when my 
children were young and we 
would attend whichever denomi-
nation was closer to our home. 
We went from a small Methodist 
Church in Prices Fork to a small 
Lutheran Church in McCoy and 
finally to a Disciples of Christ 
Church. In all these churches I 

heard things that I wanted to 
believe but I didn’t know if God 
was truly real or just a wonderful 
story like Santa Claus or the East-
er bunny. I had tried to read the 
Bible from time to time, but I 
attempted to read it like any 
other book and without the ben-
efit of a Sunday school class or 
Bible Study, and it just didn’t 
make any sense to me. 
  
Finally one evening, I was alone 
in my bedroom and started pray-
ing and asked God that if he was 
real, to please reveal himself to 
me.  He did in a powerful way 
and I was filled with a joy I had 
never known. Since that night, I 
have been on the highway to 
heaven. 
  
When I look back on my journey I 
remember all the ways that God 
helped me and all the people he 
worked through  
to accomplish 
 his purpose , 
and I am  
thankful. 

M A Y  1 8 ,  2 0 2 0  

 

SCHEDULE 

• Bible with the Barber 

Monday, May 18, 7pm,  

• Children’s Church  

Wed, May 20, 4:30 pm 

• Pastor's Bible Study 

Wed, May 20, 27 6:30pm, 

Facebook Live 

• Bros Reading Bibles 

Thursday, May 21, 6pm,  

• Scriptures with the 

Sisters 

Thurs, May 21,  7pm, 

• Children’s Church  

Sun, May 24, 10am 

• Worship 

Sun, May 24,  11am 

Facebook Live, YouTube 

• Youth Group 

Sunday, May 24, 

6:30pm Zoom 

• Drive Thru          

Pentacost,            

Sun, May 4, 9-11am 

 

Filled with Joy  

By Jackie Hester 

 
My journey to the cross took 
thirty-four years to complete.  
  
What I could not know or under-
stand was that I had a maker 
who loved me even though I 
didn’t know him, and that he 
was purposely guiding and pro-
tecting my path. He used many 
people who were unaware of 
what an important part they 
were playing in my journey. 
  
It began with my first experience 
in a Vacation Bible school. I 
learned the 23rd Psalm, made a 
plaster cast of praying hands and 
was given a small white New 
Testament with Psalms. I loved 
that week and the seeds of faith 
sowed by those VBS volunteers 
took root. 
  
Although my family did not 
attend church except as the 
“Easter people “or by invitation 
to a special service, we did ask 
the blessing before our supper 
and I was taught the bedtime 
prayer of “Now I lay me down to 

CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
C E N T R A L   N E W S 

Drive Thru Service 
May 31st. 9 - 11 am 

Prayer, Communion, Worship, Song 



May we all welcome  

To the Central Family 

 

 

Daughter of  

Matt and Tayler Cooper 

Granddaughter of  

Cheryl Loving 

May 11, 2020 

6 pounds, 14 ounces 

Callie Mae Cooper 

May we all congratulate 

Timothy Cooper 

on his hard-earned achievement 

and commissioning as an officer in 

the United States Marine Corps. 

Monday, May 17, 2020 

 

 

 

Son of Steve and Sara Cooper 

nephew of Melissa Lamb 

Directory Updates 

We are currently updating the directory to 

keep you up-to-date on happenings and in 

touch with one another. Please call or email 

the church with your: 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

Email 

 

Thank You 

Thank you to Sandy Hill for assisting members 

in getting their directories. We still have a few 

directories remaining for those who had their 

picture taken.  

An update to the contacts will be provided 

soon.  



 

Armed Services Day. Memorial Day. Pentecost. Washing your hands. Covering you mouth. Not touching your face. 

Pentecost. Graduation. 

They are all things to remember this month. They are so different. They are also very much the same. Why do we 

remember holidays, holy days and hygiene rituals? 

They remind us of who we are. They remind us of how we got where we are. Perhaps in your mind Memorial Day 

does not rank in the same space as washing your hands. However, when I wash my hands, I remember the count-

less times my mother-in-law intoned its superiority to hand sanitizer. I remember her concern for all of us in such 

simple ways. On Memorial Day, I remember my grandfather specifically. I remember how he went to war and on 

December 8th , or shortly thereafter, arrived in Pearl harbor to clean up. I remember sledding and skating and hiking 

and hunting and skinning. I remember the person, not the day. The person gets me to the day. 

Our lives are full of mundane rituals and significant ones. They all cause us to remember. They sometimes cause us 

to do things for each other we might not otherwise do. 

In the book of Numbers, God tells the Israelites to put tassels on the corners of their clothes. The tassels are to help 

them remember the commandments of the God who brought them out of Egypt. This was not the only thing that 

they did. They celebrated Passover. They read each day from the Law. They remembered who they were. They re-

membered whose they were. 

Rituals can be empty. Rituals can also be full, full of memories. They can tell us who we are and where we come 

from. As we remember our veterans, service people, graduates and the fact that we are in the middle of a pandem-

ic, I hope you will take some time to remember. Remember whose you are so that you will be consecrated to your 

God. 
 

See you at Drive-Thru Pentecost, 

 

Rev. Donald H. Smith 

(40)  Then you will remember to obey all my commands  

                                             and will be consecrated to your God. 

                                                                                           Numbers 15:40  



 

Visit cumcradford.org for Information, church history, giving, and links to worship and bible study videos.  

If you have ideas for the website, please let us know. 540-639-3529, office@cumcradford.org.  

Thank You for Joining in for Meetings, Study, and Worship!  

www.cumcradford.org 

Upcoming Services and Celebrations 
 

May 24th, Memorial Day: We honor and mourn the military personnel who have did 

while serving in the United States Armed Forces.  

May 31st, Pentacost: In a Drive-thru Service, we celebrate the 50th day after Easter,  and 

the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and others assembled in Jerusalem. Join 

us in celebration, prayer, communion, and song. 

May 31st, Recognize Graduating Seniors: We honor and celebrate our Graduating 

Seniors during the Drive-thru Service. Please bring cards with words of congratulations & 

encouragement for the next steps in their life journeys.  

Blood  
Drive 

Friday. May 22, 1-6 pm, Family Life Center 

Your help is needed! We have the potential to save 72 lives with our donations. 

Masks are required and will be provided if you do not come with one.  

Eat a good breakfast, drink plenty of water, and bring a picture ID 

To schedule an appointment: 

 

call 1-800-RED CROSS (733-2767), or  visit  www.redcrossblood.org 

 

On the day of drive, you can use RapidPass to start the donation process from the comfort of 

your home or office and answer health history questions before you arrive- this can shave 15-20 

minutes off your donation time!  www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass   

http://www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass


If it was not for COVID-19, schools would be having prom, SOL 
tests, and graduation within the next few weeks.  As a church fam-
ily, we would be recognizing the high school seniors from our con-
gregation during the worship services.  As with everything else, we 
are going to have to change our plans for recognition this year.    
 
This year we have four graduating seniors.  Zan Armentrout, 
Pierce Johnson, Ian Smith, and Daniel Taylor are all graduating 
from Radford High School.  We are very proud of all of these 
young men and are excited as they start a new chapter in their 
lives.  
 
On May 31st the CUMC is having a drive-through worship service to celebrate Pentecost from 9am-
12pm.  In addition, we are going to have all four seniors (in their caps and gowns) in the parking 
lot.  This will give everyone an opportunity to see them all one more time and to send their love.  
 
WE HAVE A SPECIAL PROJECT FOR EVERYONE TO HELP WITH!!!! 
 
Last year, I started a tradition where the congregation writes an encouraging note for each gradu-
ating senior.  As we all know, the world can be a stressful and hard place sometimes.  Our gradu-
ating seniors are going to be facing hardships in the coming years and I would like for them to al-
ways have words of encouragement to look back on from the congregation that loves them so 
much.  Here is how you can help: 
 

Get some index cards (or a piece of paper cut to 4 x 6 inches or less) 
Write a note of encouragement for Zan, Pierce, Ian, and Daniel.  These may include special 

memories or scriptures) 
Bring the cards to the drive-through worship on May 31st from 9am-12pm 
Drop the card in the basket for each graduate as you drive by, and wish them well 

 
I’m really excited to celebrate with these graduates and their families!   
Hope to see you all on the 31st.                 
                        -Dwayne Martin, Youth Pastor 

   Zan Armentrout             Pierce Johnson                   Ian Smith           Daniel Taylor 

And we pray this 

in order that you may live 

a life worthy of the Lord 

and may please him in 

every way: bearing fruit in 

every good work, growing 

in the knowledge of God, 

being strengthened with 

all power according to his 

glorious might so that you 

may have great endur-

ance and patience, and 

joyfully giving thanks to 

the Father, who has quali-

fied you to share in the 

inheritance of the saints 

in the kingdom of light. 

Colossians 1:10-12 

Congratulations and Blessings  
on Your Path Ahead 
 
Zan Armentrout: Son of Scott and Alice Armentrout 
Pierce Johnson- Son of Tim Johnson and April Adams 
Ian Smith: Son of Don and Sue Smith 
Daniel Taylor- Son of Jason and Felicity Taylor 
 



But What About Their Spiritual Needs? By Wendy Martin 

    As parents, we have an instinct to protect our children and make sure they are cared for.   

This is an instinct in normal life, but it seems to have become strongly increased due to the recent events.  We want to keep 

our children safe and healthy and protect them from the virus and the effects of the restrictions surrounding it.  I certainly 

have felt a stronger sense of urgency when it comes to protecting my children since this pandemic started.  Over the last 9 

weeks, I have seen myself go through several stages.  At first, it was almost like survival and making sure that our basic needs 

were met.  I had to make sure that we could get groceries in the safest way possible and make sure that we had enough food.  

Then I moved on to making sure that we had a good schedule and routine and were able to continue with learning at home.  

Then I became concerned about the kids still being able to connect with their friends, teachers, and family through online 

meetings and other forms of socially distanced connection.  Once I felt like those needs were taken care of, I felt like I could 

relax a little and think more about how to make life “good” during this time and not just have our needs met.  We have tried 

to find ways to do special things as a family and for others to keep our spirits up and not fall into a rut. 

After 9 weeks, I feel like I have gotten somewhat used to this different type of life.  I feel like I have mostly done a good job at 

making sure my children are still living a good life.  I have spent time thinking about their physical needs.  Their educational 

needs. Their social needs.  Their emotional needs.   

But what about their spiritual needs? 

Since the beginning of social distancing, our family has participated in weekly online worship- alt-

hough, the kids worship at home and we are at the church producing the service.  Dawson and 

Cole have participated in youth group online and Berkley has participated in the children’s church 

zoom sessions.  The spiritual needs of the children have been on my mind since the beginning. Re-

cently, it has struck me more intensely how much my role as a parent is important in making sure 

that my children stay connected to maintain relationships with our church family. As well, I have 

felt the importance of making sure that they are continuing to develop their faith during this time.   

Both of these things are much more difficult with social distancing guidelines.   

Sure, turning on the computer or phone to worship and connect is “easier” and more convenient than attending church in 

person.  I mean, you don’t even have to change out of your pajamas to participate in worship, there is no arguing over who is 

riding in the front seat, hair brushing is not required, and you don’t have to quickly finish your breakfast in the car!  And at 

home Bible reading and prayer, that’s easy to fit in!  There’s nowhere to go in the evenings so there’s plenty of time, right?  I 

hope you can hear the sarcasm in the word easier.  Seriously though, why does it feel harder to make these things a priority 

when our routine is different? 

In the last two weeks, I have heard a few stories of how several children have had positive faith experiences.  Whether it is 

increased intentional prayer with the National Day of Prayer paper chains we made together on zoom, or realizations that 

God is always with us even when we are lonely from not being with our friends, there have been positive impacts of con-

necting and taking time out for God.  While I have been the one leading the zoom sessions, it was the parents who allowed 

their children these opportunities and helped them find ways to grow. 

As we gradually ease into the beginning of reopening public places, it is important to remember that this different way of do-

ing things will be with us for a while.  We do not have an anticipated date of when we will be able to resume in-person wor-

ship.  And even when we are allowed to open our building, things will still be different for quite a while.  Some things like hair-

cuts, birthday parties, and trips to the movies can wait until we are safely back to normal.  Faith development can not.  I pray 

that we all feel the same sense of urgency and intentionality about our children’s faith development as we do about their   

             most basic physical needs.  I hope to see your family on zoom soon!  I may or may not be in my pajamas!  



Thank You, Central Mothers 

Hello Everyone! 
 
Last Sunday we celebrated Mother’s Day.   
 

I want to take a moment and thank all of the mothers of the youth group.   

 

You have provided for your children physically, emotionally, and spiritually year after 
year.  Thank you for all the time you have spent in prayer over these young ones.  Thank 
you for sharing them with me and with the congregation.   

 

You are all a blessing to us!!  

 

We have an exciting week of events coming up for the youth group.   

 

Youth group will be this Sunday May 17th from 6:30-8pm.  Hope to see you all then. 

 

On Monday May 18th we will have Bible with the Barber from 7-8:30 pm via zoom.  I 
hope to see all of our high school young men there! 

 

Thursday May 21st, Bros Reading Bibles will be held via Zoom from 6-7pm.  This Bible 
study is for middle school aged boys. 

 

From 7-8 pm on Thursday May 21st, Scriptures with the Sisters, will be held via Zoom.  
This Bible study is for all youth group girls.  

 

I hope to see you all a couple of times this week! 

 

In Christ’s love, 
 

Dwayne 

By Dwayne Martin 

CUMC, as a Holston Home Ambas-

sador, is taking up a Fifth Sunday 

Offering between now and May 

31st for Holston United Methodist 

Home for Children. The Book of 

Proverbs reminds us that we should 

“Teach a child how he should live, 

and he will remember it all his life.” 

Holston Home for Children is 

providing vital ministry for boys and 

girls who have known separation, 

frustration, and alienation. It is diffi-

cult at times for them to believe in 

God, but your gifts make it possible 

for them to experience the love of 

God, improve self-esteem, establish hope 

and believe in a future.   

For the children of Holston Home, the Fifth 

Sunday is one of the most important days 

of the year. Because of the generous offer-

ings given by donors like you,   children 

encounter hope for a better future. You 

can help provide this hope and healing to 

children and families struggling with life’s 

challenges by giving today to help change 

lives for tomorrow. 
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Fifth Sunday Offering for Holston Home  



 

PO Box 611 

Radford, VA 24143 

 

540-639-3529 Phone 

540-639-0182 Fax 

www.cumcradford.org 

 

Bible Study Continues 

803 Wadsworth Street, Radford, VA 24141 

CENTRAL UMC 

If you know of someone 

in need of prayer, food, 

or help with utility bills, 

please let the pastor or 

office know.  

Pray for our Military 
Logan, Ryan Haynes - Army Reserves 

Aaron Smith - Army  
Jordan Shaw - USMC Reserves 

Timothy Cooper - US Marine Corps 
 

Visit www.cumcradford.org for links, or call 540-639-3529 

Dial-A-Ride 

Need a ride to a medical 

appointment, or help  

picking up groceries or 

other items?    

Call: 540-639-3529 

Bible  

with the  

Barber 

High School Men 

Mon, May 18th  

7-8:30pm 

 

Pastor's  

Bible  

Study 

Wed, May, 20,  

Wed, May 27,  

6:30pm 

Facebook Live 

Bros  

Reading  

Bibles  

Middle School  

Thurs, May 21,  

6-7pm 

 

Visit www.cumcradford.org for links, or call 540-639-3529 

Scriptures 

with the  

Sisters 

Middle School   

Thurs, May 21,  

7-8pm 

Children’s  

Church 

CUMC  

Children 

Sun, May 24,  

10am 

Children’s  

Church 

CUMC  

Children 

Wed, May 20,  

4:30am 


