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SCHEDULE
•

Thursday Bible Study
9:30 AM
Mar. 31 Apr. 7, 14, 21, 28

•

Worship
8:30 AM, 11:00 AM
Apr. 3, 10, 17, 24

•

Sunday School
10 AM Apr. 3, 10, 17, 24

•

Youth Group
5 PM Apr. 3, 17, 24

•

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
6:30 AM Apr. 4, 11, 18, 25

•

Women’s Bible Study
6:30 PM Apr. 4, 11, 18, 25

•

United Methodist Men
6:30 PM Apr. 18

•

Bell Choir
6 PM Apr. 6, 13, 20, 27

•

Choir
7 PM Apr. 6, 13, 20, 27

•

Maundy Thursday
Drive-Thru Communion
5 PM to 7 PM Thurs. Apr. 14

•

Good Friday Service
7 PM Fri. Apr. 15

•

Prayer Vigil
7 AM Fri. Apr. 16

•

Easter Sunrise Service
7 AM Fri. Apr. 17

•

WEO
12 PM Thurs. Apr. 21
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

On Sunday, April 3rd, our Meet & Greet will be
starting again. Join us for fellowship and
refreshments at the end of the 8:30 AM service.

On March 20th, Matthew Hill was inducted to
the National Honor Society
at Christiansburg High School.

Congratulations,
Matthew!
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
1 Peter 4:7 NIV
7 The end of all things is near.
It is not hard to watch the news and then read select texts, like 1 Peter 4:7, and
get everyone all stirred up that the end is upon us and leverage all this into what
J. D. Walt calls apocalyptic anxiety. Such verses can also create apocalyptic apathy
because the end does not come, and sooner or later we simply don’t care.
Apocalyptic apathy does not come from laziness, but unsustainable activity which
leads to disappointment and discouragement.
Today’s verse can also create eschatological hope. It can trigger hope that the end
(eschatological) is near. How can the end of all things bring hope? What if you had
experienced something so amazing, so life changing, so history changing that you
could not wait for it to be fulfilled or arrive? Peter had. He had experienced the
resurrection. The resurrection marked the end of the first things, the end of sin.
Resurrection marked the beginning of the last things (eschatology is the fancy
word for study of last things). Resurrection is the promise that Jesus will return
and things will both end and begin.
Why? If Jesus is risen from the dead, then our hope is not in the future. Our hope
comes from the future. Our hope is in the white horse and rider of Revelation who
rides from the end of all time into the present with the work of resurrection in his
wake. The future has broken into the present age. The future has broken the back
of this current evil age.
So, “the end of all things is near.” Wake up sleeper and rise from the dead!
In Christ,
Rev. Donald H. Smith
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MISSIONARY UPDATE
Several weeks ago, we learned more about the Bowling family, a missionary family, that
Central UMC currently supports. They run a café in SE Asia. We recently received an email
update from them:
“After two long years, I walk around town and everywhere I look, I finally see students. All
the blazers, ties, and sweaters, all in school colors of navy, light and dark gray, red, green,
and yellow. The schools being back in person makes it feel like things are back to normal.
Our kids are happy heading out the door in the morning and I love when our fifteen year old,
Shi Mae, walks through the door happy in the afternoon excited to tell us all about the gossip
from her class. Kevin and I are feeling that optimism as well. With the schools in session and
the cafe moving forward, our vision of small group discipleship is so close!
Harold & Franky's Cafe baked 400 Mini Cinnamon Rolls for the kids' school for their 127th birthday celebration on March 11th. This
was a great opportunity to advertise H&F to one of the largest schools in Darjeeling. We are targeting students/young adults at the
cafe and are excited to have had this event to showcase what H&F is all about. It was a great day to see everyone at the school and see
our cinnamon rolls on the table with the other food. We are looking forward to many more events for the cafe. Thank you for continuing to pray for our cafe and us as we follow God's leading.” -Jessica Bowling

If you know of someone
need
ofof
prayer,
food,
If in
you
know
someone
in need of prayer,
food, or help with utility bills, please let the
or help with utility bills,
pastor or office know.

please let the pastor or office know.

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
Logan, Ryan Haynes - Army Reserves

Aaron Smith - Army
Jordan Shaw - USMC Reserves

Dial-A-Ride
Dial-A-Ride

Need a ride to a medical appointment, or
Need a ride to a medical appointment, or
help picking up groceries or other items?
help picking up groceries or other items?
Call:
Call:540-639-3529
(540) 639-3529
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