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SCHEDULE 

• Building Use/Trustee 

Meeting 

7 PM  July 6 

• Finance Committee 

Meeting 

6 PM  July 7 

• Worship                      

8:30 AM, 11:00 AM  

July 10, 17, 24, 31       

• Sunday School  

10 AM  

July 10, 17, 24, 31 

• Youth Group  

5 PM  

July 17 

• Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

6:30AM  

July 11, 18, 25 

• WEO  

12 PM  

July 21st 

• Project Crossroads  

Mission Project  

August 1st—5th 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
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Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come 

to them and make our home with them. Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These 

words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

“All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 

my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” 

-John 14:23–26 (NIV) 

 

We are half-way through Pentecost. Hard to believe, isn’t it? 

Perhaps some of you have chosen to leave Pentecost on a shelf. It’s not like Christmas or Easter, you 

know. Some of you may acknowledge it, but really don’t want to get involved in what may be some  

uncontrollable, emotional, ecstatic state. 

Some of you may be wondering how we learn about the Holy Spirit. I remember being in seminary and 

learning that the Spirit proceeded from both the Father and Son along with a dizzying diagram of which 

person of the trinity proceeded from whom. We learned the Spirit is one person of the trinity, three 

different persons, but the same substance. Obviously, I passed the test. I am here with a degree. But 

what does it really all mean? In a way real people can understand, what does it mean? 

What is the answer? We learn about the Holy Spirit by studying Jesus. If Jesus is filled with the Spirit and 

acts perfectly in accordance with the Father’s will, Jesus will show us what it looks like when the Spirit 

works. And of course, by study Jesus, I mean follow Jesus. Studying is no good at all if we do not follow. 

Jesus didn’t come to create a system of beliefs, but to create followers who believe. The amazing thing is 

that by following Jesus we will both learn what the Holy Spirit looks like in a person, and we will be filled 

with the Holy Spirit at the same time. 

It seems too simple. How could it all come back to Jesus? Entire movements have sprung up and  

splintered over what particular experiences are required to demonstrate the truth of whether a person is 

filled by the Spirit or not, replete with particular gifts, shibboleths, second blessings, and on we could go. 

When in fact, all you need to do is follow Jesus. 

Try this. You don’t get to Jesus by studying about God. You get to God by following Jesus. You don’t get to 

Jesus by studying the Holy Spirit. You get to the Holy Spirit by following Jesus. 

Jesus is the starting line and the finish line and every road in between. So, put away those fancy charts 

that tell you who proceeds from whom. You’ve got this. Even the Holy Spirit is about following Jesus. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Donald H. Smith 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 
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PO Box 611 

Radford, VA 24143 

 

540-639-3529 Phone 

540-639-0182 Fax 

www.cumcradford.org 

 

803 Wadsworth Street, Radford, VA 24141 

CENTRAL UMC 

If you know of someone 

in need of prayer, food, 

or help with utility bills, 

please let the pastor or office know. 

Dial-A-Ride 

Need a ride to a medical appointment, or 

help picking up groceries or other items? 

Call: 540-639-3529 

 

If you know of someone in need of prayer, 

food, or help with utility bills, please let the 

pastor or office know. 

Pray for our Military 

Aaron Smith - Army 

Dial-A-Ride 

Need a ride to a medical appointment, or 

help picking up groceries or other items? 

Call: (540) 639-3529 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 


