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SCHEDULE
•

Lay Leadership
Committee
6:30 PM August 24th

•

Worship
8:30 AM, 11:00 AM
Aug. 28th, Sept 4th, 11th

•

Sunday School
10 AM
August 28th, Sept 4,th 11th

•

Youth Wood Splitting
Mission Trip
12 PM August 28th

•

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
6:30AM August 29th

•

Administrative Council
7 PM August 29th

•

Staff Parish Relations
Committee
6:30 PM August 30th

•

Missions Committee
7 PM August 31st

•

Youth Group
5 PM September 4th, 18th

•

Bell Choir
7 PM August 24th 31st
6 PM September 7th, 14th

•

Choir
7 PM September 7th, 14th

•

Emergence
6 PM September 11th

•

WEO
12 PM September 15th
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GET CONNECTED
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New Sunday School
Study:
The New Hope Sunday
School class will begin a
study of the book of James
on Sunday, Sept 25th.
Bring your Bible and come
join us! No other book
required. Class begins at
9:45 a.m. in Room 114
(next to Fellowship Hall
kitchen).
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
What difference does it make?
“The Word became human and lived here among us.” – John 1:14.
For years I have preached on the first chapter of John. (And am thinking of doing
so again this Advent.) I have detailed the nature, mystery and uniqueness of the
incarnation (there are three out of the four sermons for Advent). But, somewhere along the line I missed the significance of the event. The other things are
important. But what does it mean? What does it matter? That is what I haven’t
preached on. That may be the stupendous, stranger-than-science fiction truth of
our faith.
Why does it matter? What does it mean? What difference does it make in our
personal lives? What difference does it make in our life together? These are the
questions we should be concerned about.
Why do I bring this up now? I bring it up because we are about to begin the largest season of paperwork in the church year. We are about to fill church offices,
write budgets, and set salaries. It is hard to find Jesus under all the papers that
are filled out for charge conference.
Joe Hester (lay leader) wondered if we shouldn’t have a blow out celebration instead of a “let’s get it over with” event. If the central truth of Christianity is that
Jesus walks with us, I think he’s right. At the end of every year, we need to answer the questions: What has Jesus walking with us meant this year? What difference has Jesus walking with us made in our personal and church life this year?
That should be cause for celebration. It should be at the center of charge conference. It should be at the center of all that we do. Jesus became flesh and walked
among us here on earth. What does that mean, really?
In Christ,
Rev. Donald H. Smith
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MISSION OF THE MONTH

If you know of someone

Dial-A-Ride
Dial-A-Ride

If you know of someone in need of prayer,
food, or help with utility bills, please let the
pastor or office know.

Pray for our Military

Aaron Smith - Army

Need a ride to a medical appointment, or
help picking up groceries or other items?
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Call: (540) 639-3529

