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SCHEDULE 

• Worship                      

8:30 AM, 11:00 AM  

August 14, 21, 28       

• Sunday School  

10 AM  

August 14, 21, 28       

• Combined Praise &  

Worship Service  

5 PM Dinner 

6 PM Service 

August 14 

• WEO  

12 PM  

August 18th 

• Central Fine Arts  

Academy Open House  

10 AM—12 PM 

August 20th 

• Youth Lake Outing  

August 21st 

• Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

6:30AM  

August 15, 22, 29 
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CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

 

We will have a 

church grounds 

clean-up day on 

Friday, August 19th 

at 9:00 AM. Bring 

clippers, rake, leaf 

bags, work gloves, 

water, and a friend.  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

I wondered this week, “What are we praying for?” 

The story thus far: The prophets of Baal were weary from a day of old time religion and  

probably a little bloodied from their experience. A lot of smoke from their sacrifice, but little 

fire. Elijah stands before a water-logged carcass and pyre of wood. Elijah stood before an  

unburnable sacrifice and prayed. 

‘At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “Lord, the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your 

servant and have done all these things at your command. Answer me, Lord, answer me, so 

these people will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back 

again.”’ 

Elijah noted that God had revealed himself and he (Elijah) had responded: the basic pattern of 

worship. Elijah did not ask God to validate him, tell him how faithful he was, let him know  

everything would be alright or demand that because of the audience He (God) better show up 

and burn that sacrifice. 

Elijah simply asked God to reveal himself. 

And then, ‘Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and 

the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench.’ (1 Kings 18:38) 

And then this: ‘When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The Lord—he is 

God! The Lord—he is God!”’ (1 Kings 18:39) 

This is revealed glory and the response of life-changing faith. No program can manufacture it. 

No preacher can call it forth. This is not a response to human activity. It cannot be taught, 

trained or formulized. 

Revelation leads to response. Response leads to transformation. 

What are you praying for? 

Oh God, reveal yourself to us. 

 

Rev. Donald H. Smith 
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PO Box 611 

Radford, VA 24143 

 

540-639-3529 Phone 

540-639-0182 Fax 

www.cumcradford.org 

 

803 Wadsworth Street, Radford, VA 24141 

CENTRAL UMC 

If you know of someone Dial-A-Ride 

 

If you know of someone in need of prayer, 

food, or help with utility bills, please let the 

pastor or office know. 

Pray for our Military 

Aaron Smith - Army 

Dial-A-Ride 

Need a ride to a medical appointment, or 

help picking up groceries or other items? 

Call: (540) 639-3529 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 


