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SCHEDULE 

• Bible Study                 

Thurs. Apr 1, 8, 15                     

9:30am                 

• Pastor’s Bible Study                               

Thurs. Mar 31, Apr 8, 15                       

6:30pm             

• Women’s Bible Study   

Mon.  Apr 5, 12, 19 

• Worship                     

Sun.  April 4, 11, 18        

8:30am, 11am  

• Sunday School              

Sun.  April 4, 11, 18      

10am 

• Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Mon.  Apr 5, 12, 19               

6:30am 

• Youth Group               

Sun.  April 11, 18                  

6:00pm                           

 

CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
C E N T R A L   N E W S 

 

April Mission of the Month:   
April’s Mission of the Month is supporting this year's Hands-on-Mission-Project for 
Zimbabwe. We will purchase and fill Health Kits for the Ishe Anesu project in Zim-
babwe with your contributions.  Ishe Anesu, which means God is With Us, is a pro-
gram that serves underprivileged children and orphans.  It provides Christian edu-
cation, pays for school books and required uniforms, minor medical treatment, and 
recreation among many other things for “the poorest of the poor” in the area.  The 
health kits that we send offer the basics such as Tylenol, cough syrup, toothbrushes 
and toothpaste, soap and more.  Each kit will cost approximately $30 including the 
shipping fees. Please share in this worthwhile mission. Thank you to all who have 
supported our Hands-On Mission Project over the years. Your generosity has made 
a difference in thousands of lives.  
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Lenten Schedule 
Maundy Thursday 

Drive Through Communion 

April 1st 

5-7pm 

 

Good Friday Service 

April 2nd  

7pm 

 

Easter Services 

April 4th 

7am Outside  Sunrise Service  

In case of rain, sunrise service will move to 

Gym) 

8:30am Sanctuary 

11:00am Sanctuary 

Please RSVP for Easter services. 

Palm  

Sunday at 

Central 
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A Message from the Pastor  
Luke 21:37-22:38 

The passage is too long to print here. I hope you read it this week. One way to read it is to 

drive through our Maundy Thursday service in the parking lot this week. Or you could join 

us Friday when all the readings and biblical texts will be shared. 

The article is too complicated to write. If it were a week earlier, we could focus on the suffering and death. If the 

newsletter came out next week, we could focus on resurrection. 

What do you do when the article comes out smack dab in the middle of Holy Week? 

Pick up your sword and consider this. The Passion is upon us. I hope you read the text. What I hope you pay atten-

tion to over the next few days are the surprising and terribly unlikely cast of characters and the stunning reversals of 

reality. 

Judas, the disciple of Jesus, breaks ranks and betrays him. Joseph of Arimathea, an elite Pharisee, breaks ranks and 

buries him. Peter, his chief disciple, disowns him. His chief executioner, a Roman centurion, extols him. An unnamed 

criminal places faith in him. 

Things couldn’t be more confusing. In the midst of the Creator’s crucifixion comes the stunning revelation of who 

stands with who. Upside down is right side up now. Least is greatest. Last is first. High noon will become pitch black. 

In remembering the ancient history of Passover, the door to the eternal kingdom of God opens wide. 

This is April Fool’s Day on steroids – only it is no joke. So it is with the foolishness of the cross. “For the foolishness 

of God is wiser than all people, and the weakness of God is stronger than anyone” (I Corinthians 1:25). 

Kneeling…it is the only way to stand this week, another reversal. It is why we need the prayer more now than ever… 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God have mercy on me a daughter/son. 

Lord Jesus Christ have mercy on me a saint. 

Where in you life do you see the foolishness of the cross afoot in your life just now? In your past? Your future? 

 Welcome to Holy Week, 

 Rev. Donald H. Smith 
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PO Box 611 

Radford, VA 24143 

 

540-639-3529 Phone 

540-639-0182 Fax 

www.cumcradford.org 

 

803 Wadsworth Street, Radford, VA 24141 

CENTRAL UMC 

If you know of someone 

In need of prayer, food, 

Or help with utility bills, 

Please let the pastor or office know. 

Dial-A-Ride 

Need a ride to a medical appointment, or 

help picking up groceries or other items? 

Call: 540-639-3529 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

Logan, Ryan Haynes - Army Reserves 

Aaron Smith - Army 

Jordan Shaw - USMC Reserves 

Wednesday, March 17th: Registration opens for children and 

grandchildren of active members of CUMC and CUMC Pre-

school Board members. 

Monday, March 22nd: Registration opens for currently enrolled 

families 

Monday, March 29th: Registration opens to the public 

Registration is online at http://www.cumcradford.org/

preschool.html 

http://www.cumcradford.org/preschool.html
http://www.cumcradford.org/preschool.html

