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SCHEDULE 

• Thursday Bible Study                 

Thurs. Sept. 30, Oct 7, 14    

9:30am 

• Worship                     

Sun. Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31     

8:30am, 11:00am  

• Sunday School              

Sun. Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31     

10:00am     

• Youth Group                                   

Sun. Oct. 3,  24          

5:00pm  

• Emergence: A Youth-

led Worship Service             

Oct 17                     

6:00pm 

• Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Mon.  Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25      

6:30am             

• Women’s Bible Study   

Mon. Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25        

6:30pm 

• Wed. in the Word    

Wed. Sept. 15, 22, 29     

6:30pm 

• Trunk or Treat             

Oct. 31                     

5:00pm-8:00pm 

S E P T E M B E R  2 8 ,  2 0 2 1  

CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
C E N T R A L   N E W S 

November’s Mission of the Month:  Elf Shelf (Radford’s Christmas Store) 

Elf Shelf, Radford’s Christmas Store, has provided books, toys, food vouchers and 
household supplies to many Radford families  for the past 27 years.   It is a com-
munity-wide effort involving many churches, schools, and civic organizations. 
Even in the middle of a pandemic last year, we were still able to serve 165 fami-
lies and 254 children.  With Covid-19 still in existence, we are going with the 
same format as last year to keep everyone safe.  There will not be boxes for toy 
donations  so your monetary gifts are more important than ever.  Also volun-
teers are still needed for distribution or shopping.  If you would like to volunteer, 
you may contact Cheryl Loving at cat47loving@gmail.com. 

 

On Sunday September 12, 2021 CUMC held “Worship in the Park”. At 10am, we 

held a combined worship service at Bissett Park in the field underneath the bridges. 

Over 75 people attended the event. The CUMC praise band led the music and Pas-

tor Don preached about evangelizing to the world. After the service, boxed lunches 

were provided by the church and the congregation was able to spend time together 

in a safe environment. Special thanks to all who helped with set-up, worship, park-

ing, clean up, and food. It was a wonderful event that we hope to repeat once or 

twice per year. 
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Pray For Change  

Wrap-Up 

October 3rd @ 5pm  

in the Fellowship 

Hall 
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Preschool 
CUMC Preschool kicked off the 2021-2022 school 
year on September 7th.  Two new teachers, Ms. Mary 
Anne Bryson and Ms. Jennifer Brunk have joined our 
team this year. There are 40 students enrolled among 
the five classes. There are still a couple of spots availa-
ble in our 2 day and 5 day classes.  If you know of an-
yone looking for spot please have them contact the 
preschool.  
You may notice some changes in preschool's proce-
dures, especially related to drop off, pick up and secu-
rity.  Because Preschool is state licensed, there are 
many regulations that we must adhere to not just re-
lated to COVID-19.  We thank you for understanding this and working with us to stay in compliance. 

We are looking forward to a great school year!   

We need YOU on October 31st 

from 5pm to 8pm! 

Halloween is a busy day in Central’s neighborhood!  From our traditional 

Trunk or Treat to our modified “Table or Treat” to our drive through Pump-

kin Contest, CUMC has had a huge presence in the neighborhood on Hal-

loween for the last three years.  These events have been a huge success, 

seeing hundreds of families come through each year.  This success is due 

to YOU!  We need you again this year in order to make Trunk or Treat 

2021 a success!  Please sign up to host a trunk.  A minimum number of 

commitments are needed to proceed with this event.  Contact Wendy or 

the church office to sign up by Wednesday, October 6th!   
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Wonderful Wednesdays 
Wonderful Wednesdays began on September 

15th.  The program has been reimagined. Thanks 

to RCPS early release ton Wednesdays, some of 

our CUMC youth are able to participate in a leader-

ship role. Youth and children are paired up and do 

a variety of activities together throughout the 

afternoon. The children enjoy having a buddy to 

hang out with and the youth are able to develop 

their leadership skills and share their faith.    
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Upcoming events: 

October 3:  Youth Group  

   5:00pm 

October 10:  Youth Group  

   6:00pm-7:00pm 

   Fields of Faith hosted 

   by Radford FCA at 

   Radford High School   

   7:00pm 

October 17:  Emergence: A Youth-

   led Worship Service 

   6:00pm 

October 23:  Youth Group  

   5:00pm  

October 31:  Trunk or Treat 

   5:00pm-8:00pm   

This is an invitation to all the ladies of 
the church (and community) to join us 
in the upcoming Women's Bible 
Study, The Fingerprint of God: Recog-
nizing God’s Touch on Your Life.  In 
this study we will learn to recognize 
six things we can experience because 
of God’s touch:  guidance, redemption, 
honor, intimacy, shelter, 
and refinement.   

Join us Monday nights from 6:30-8:00 
PM in the Central UMC fellowship 
hall.  Come study, share, and uplift 
one another as we dive into God's 
word.  This 7-week session by Jennifer 
Rothschild includes a weekly video 
teaching and 5 daily "homework" as-
signments.  The first session is on 
Monday, Sept. 20th.  If you have ques-
tions contact Martha Kincaid 540-250
-6108 or Janie Fisher. 
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A Message from the Pastor  

Luke 1:46-55 

And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the 

humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great 

things for me—holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. He has 

performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has 

brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but 

has sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his 

descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.” 

I know. I know. It’s not Christmas yet. So why pull out this text? I was thinking about wrapping 

up our “Prayer for Change.” As we close this time of prayer for our church and its reach out into 

the community, I am reminded that because Mary bore Jesus in her womb, we now bear him in 

our souls. The living God now lives in us. 

This prayer (I choose to believe praise can be a prayer) issues from the baby in her womb. I 

hope that our prayers issue from the presence of Jesus in our very souls. 

Hear her. She was no one. But, through this humble woman from a backwoods village, far out 

of the sphere of power, the Almighty draws near to us. As the baby kicks in her womb, empires 

tremble and giants lose their step. Mary delighted in this strange mercy of God that exalts the 

humble and unseats rulers. 

Who are we? We too may feel as though we come from an out of the way city in the furthest 

reaches of Virginia. Who would listen to us? Yet, we bear this same revolutionary Jesus in us 

that Mary bore in her womb. And once again his presence in us threatens to upend the conven-

tional order of things and usher in the way of the kingdom. In our cities and churches, he is sow-

ing the seeds of a new revival that continues to arrive through unlikely vessels. Never underesti-

mate the power of your prayers or the power of our Savior. 

In Christ,  

Rev. Donald H. Smith 
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PO Box 611 

Radford, VA 24143 

 

540-639-3529 Phone 

540-639-0182 Fax 

www.cumcradford.org 

 

803 Wadsworth Street, Radford, VA 24141 

CENTRAL UMC 

 

If you know of someone 

In need of prayer, food, 

Or help with utility bills, 

Please let the pastor or office know. 

Dial-A-Ride 

Need a ride to a medical appointment, or 

help picking up groceries or other items? 

Call: 540-639-3529 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

Logan, Ryan Haynes - Army Reserves 

Aaron Smith - Army 

Jordan Shaw - USMC Reserves 

 

WINDOW TREATMENT 

We are giving away the window treatment located in the Path-

finders Sunday School Room (RM 117).  Please contact the church 

office if you are interested in it. 


